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APPENDIX 6: key information on CSE, FGM and Prevent from KCSIE July 2015  

1. Further information on Child Sexual Exploitation  
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) involves exploitative situations, contexts and relationships 
where young people receive something (for example food, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, 
gifts, money or in some cases simply affection) as a result of engaging in sexual activities. 
Sexual exploitation can take many forms ranging from the seemingly ‘consensual’ 
relationship where sex is exchanged for affection or gifts, to serious organised crime by 
gangs and groups. What marks out exploitation is an imbalance of power in the 
relationship. The perpetrator always holds some kind of power over the victim which 
increases as the exploitative relationship develops. Sexual exploitation involves varying 
degrees of coercion, intimidation or enticement, including unwanted pressure from peers 
to have sex, sexual bullying including cyber-bullying and grooming. However, it also 
important to recognise that some young people who are being sexually exploited do not 
exhibit any external signs of this abuse.  

2. Further information on Female Genital Mutilation 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures involving partial or total 
removal of the external female genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs. It is 
illegal in the UK and a form of child abuse with long-lasting harmful consequences.  

Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities, need to 
be alert to the possibility of a girl being at risk of FGM, or already having suffered FGM. 

Mandatory Reporting Duty  
Section 5B of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 74 of the 
Serious Crime Act 2015) will place a statutory duty upon teachers10, along with social 
workers and healthcare professionals, to report to the police where they discover 
(either through disclosure by the victim or visual evidence) that FGM appears to have been 
carried out on a girl under 18. Those failing to report such cases will face disciplinary 
sanctions. It will be rare for teachers to see visual evidence, and they should not be 
examining pupils, but the same definition of what is meant by “to discover that an act of 
FGM appears to have been carried out” is used for all professionals to whom this 
mandatory reporting duty applies.  
The Mandatory reporting duty commenced in October 2015. Once introduced, teachers 
must report to the police cases where they discover that an act of FGM appears to have 
been carried out. Unless the teacher has a good reason not to, they should still consider 
and discuss any such case with the school’s designated safeguarding lead and involve 
children’s social care as appropriate.  

3. Further information on Preventing Radicalisation 

Protecting children from the risk of radicalisation should be seen as part of schools’ wider 
safeguarding duties, and is similar in nature to protecting children from other forms of harm 
and abuse. During the process of radicalisation it is possible to intervene to prevent 
vulnerable people being radicalised.  
Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and 
forms of extremism. There is no single way of identifying an individual who is likely to be 
susceptible to an extremist ideology. It can happen in many different ways and settings. 
Specific background factors may contribute to vulnerability which are often combined with 
specific influences such as family, friends or online, and with specific needs for which an 
extremist or terrorist group may appear to provide an answer. The internet and the use of 
social media in particular has become a major factor in the radicalisation of young people.  

As with managing other safeguarding risks, staff should be alert to changes in children’s 
behaviour which could indicate that they may be in need of help or protection. School staff 
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should use their professional judgement in identifying children who might be at risk of 
radicalisation and act proportionately which may include making a referral to the Channel 
programme. 

Prevent  
From 1 July 2015 specified authorities, including all schools as defined in the summary of 
this guidance, are subject to a duty under section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and 
Security Act 2015 (“the CTSA 2015”), in the exercise of their functions, to have “due 
regard must have regard to statutory guidance issued under section 29 of the CTSA 2015 
(“the Prevent guidance”). Paragraphs 57-76 of the Prevent guidance are concerned 
specifically with schools (but also cover childcare). It is anticipated that the duty will come 
into force for sixth form colleges and FE colleges early in the autumn 2015. This duty is 
known as the Prevent duty. It applies to a wide range of public-facing bodies.  
 
The statutory Prevent guidance summarises the requirements on schools in terms of four 
general themes: risk assessment, working in partnership, staff training and IT policies.  
 
• Schools are expected to assess the risk of children being drawn into terrorism, including 
support for extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology. This means being able to 
demonstrate both a general understanding of the risks affecting children and young people 
in the area and a specific understanding of how to identify individual children who may be 
at risk of radicalisation and what to do to support them. Schools and colleges should have 
clear procedures in place for protecting children at risk of radicalisation. These procedures 
may be set out in existing safeguarding policies. It is not necessary for schools and 
colleges to have distinct policies on implementing the Prevent duty.  

• The Prevent duty builds on existing local partnership arrangements. For example, 
governing bodies and proprietors of all schools should ensure that their safeguarding 
arrangements take into account the policies and procedures of Local Safeguarding 
Children Boards (LSCBs).  

• The Prevent guidance refers to the importance of Prevent awareness training   
to equip staff to identify children at risk of being drawn into terrorism and to challenge 
extremist ideas. Individual schools are best placed to assess the training needs of staff in 
the light of their assessment of the risk to pupils at the school of being drawn into 
terrorism. As a minimum, however, schools should ensure that the designated 
safeguarding lead undertakes Prevent awareness training and is able to provide advice 
and support to other members of staff on protecting children from the risk of radicalisation.  
 
• Schools must ensure that children are safe from terrorist and extremist material when 
accessing the internet in schools. Schools should ensure that suitable filtering is in place. It 
is also important that schools teach pupils about online safety more generally.  

The Department for Education has also published advice for schools on the Prevent duty. 
The advice is intended to complement the Prevent guidance and signposts other sources 
of advice and support. 

Channel  

School staff should understand when it is appropriate to make a referral to the Channel 
programme. Channel is a programme which focuses on providing support at an early 
stage to people who are identified as being vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism. It 
provides a mechanism for schools to make referrals if they are concerned that an 
individual might be vulnerable to radicalisation. An individual’s engagement with the 
programme is entirely voluntary at all stages. 

 


